26th March 2020
Dear Parents / Carers,
I hope that both you and your family are well and are managing during these unprecedented times;
you all remain in the thoughts and prayers of all of our staff.
This week our pupils have been working hard on the tasks set for them on the school’s Google Drive
and, although this can never replicate the learning which they usually undertake in the classroom, I
am sure that they have continued to learn and develop their academic abilities.
Many of our teachers are trying to support their own children with ‘home learning’ and we understand
that it can be a challenge to organise a child’s workload, the amount of time they spend on a task or
review the work they have completed. In light of this, we have decided to adjust the way in which we
set work for children whilst the school remains closed. These will be available from Monday. Please
remember:
This is just a guide. We know how difficult it is to establish routines at home, so we hope you find
this useful. If you are happy with what you have planned, please continue as you see fit. Our
intention is to support you and help establish a set routine. Rather than swamp families with links
to online resources, we want to provide a weekly overview that shows how these can be used.
The important points to note are:
•

•

•
•
•
•

Each week a Microsoft Powerpoint presentation will be uploaded for each year group. This
will include a slide containing instructions for English, Mathematics, other curriculum areas
and online daily classes. You can see examples of these slides below and they will remain
almost identical for each year group.
Our teachers have tried to share relevant high-quality and straight-forward online-hosted
activities which should give clarity to exactly what task a pupil should be undertaking and how
long they should be spending on it.
As the Powerpoint is changed each week, some tasks will remain and others will be adjusted;
please keep a close eye out for any new tasks or activities.
You will need to open up the slideshow as ‘read only’ as it is password protected. This will
prevent any pupils adjusting the document in error.
Each task suggests a time to spend on activities. This is a guide; you must decide what is
appropriate for your child.
All of the tasks which teachers have already set for pupils will remain in the Google Drive but
will be moved into ‘archive’ folders. They can be worked through as additional tasks to the
ones set in the weekly Powerpoint.

Reading Scheme
We now have access to an online reading scheme called Reading Planet. Each child will have a
unique username and password. Each week, class teachers will assign pupils with two new books
to read. The online books have parent discussion points and short quizzes to complete for each
text that is read. Please continue to read on daily basis with your child to ensure they maintain
stamina and fluency and continue to make good progress with their reading and comprehension
skills.
To access the online reading scheme please go to: https://my.risingstars-uk.com/

Each child’s username will be their first initial followed by their surname. Every child has the same
password which is abc123.Example:
Example:
John Smith
USERNAME:

J Smith (capitals and spacing is important)
or
J Smith Brown or J Smith-Brown (if your child has double barrelled surname)

PASSWORD: abc123
Once you have logged in to your account, you will see the page in the image below.

If your child is in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 or Year 2, please click on the Reception and KS1 icon.
If your child in Year 3 – Year 6, please click on KS2 icon.
Once you have clicked on the icon, it will take you to the page which your books have been
assigned. Click on the book to read and follow the instructions on the pages.

Take the check point quizzes and the final quiz at the end.

I hope that you will find the changes which we are making to our ‘home learning’ useful. Our staff
are keen to ensure that their pupils are able to continue to learn during these difficult times. We
will constantly review our provision of children’s work to ensure that the very best opportunities
are offered to the pupils of St. Philip’s.
Yours sincerely,
Mr. Barrett

Miss McNamara

Mr J Cooper

Headteacher

Assistant Headteacher

Senior Lead Teacher (KS2)

Examples of the slides:

