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St. Philip’s

RC Primary School

Friday 24" October 2025
Dear Families,

As we reach the end of another half term, | wanted to take a moment to say thank you for your continued support.
Your children have been brilliant. Every day, as | walk around school, | see exemplary behaviour, kind children, and
motivated, resilient learners who make us proud. A huge thank you to our dedicated staff, who go above and beyond
to ensure your children have the very best learning experiences.

Section 48 Inspection — Religious Education
As you are aware, this half term, we were inspected by the Catholic Schools Inspectorate. Thank you to all families

who responded to the parent feedback questionnaire. We received an incredible 185 responses - the lead inspector
commented on the overwhelming number of responses! Even more impressively, 184 of those were overwhelmingly
positive, filled with appreciation for our school and staff. Parental views are always valued, and it was wonderful to
hear your feedback. On that note, if you do have any concerns or suggestions, please do get in touch - we are always
happy to listen and work together to find the best solutions for all. | look forward to sharing our Section 48 RE-
inspection report with you once it has been quality assured and shared with our governors.

Loaves and Fishes Donations

Thank you for your generous donations to Loaves and Fishes for St. Philip’s Day. Our Mission Team delivered the items
to the charity base last week - they were absolutely delighted and asked us to pass on their thanks to our school
community.

Building Fund
A gentle reminder about our Building Fund - every contribution, no matter how small, makes a real difference. As a

Voluntary Aided Roman Catholic school, we are required to contribute 10% towards all investment in our buildings
and grounds. Since 2010, nearly £3 million has been invested in transforming our school, made possible through our
membership of the Diocese of Salford School Building Fund. Each year, we ask families to contribute £30 per family,
which is added to ParentPay and can be paid at any time during the academic year. We feel that £30 per family is a
small price to pay to ensure that your children have the excellent facilities they deserve throughout their time at here.
Thank you for your generosity and commitment to St. Philip’s RC Primary.

Attendance and Absence Requests

A polite reminder to please submit absence requests at least four weeks in advance where possible. As you may be
aware, Headteachers are unable to grant leave of absence during term time unless there are exceptional
circumstances. For your reference, our School Attendance and Punctuality Policy is attached, providing further details
and guidance. attendance-and-punctuality-policy-1.pdf

You may have seen our Education Welfare Officer (EWQ) from the Local Authority at school recently, he will continue
to be on site in the mornings and afternoons, supporting families with punctuality, attendance, and any related
concerns. If you feel you require any support with attendance and punctuality, please do get in touch and we will be
happy to help.
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https://www.stphilipsrcprimary.com/documents/policies-and-procedures/policies-and-procedures/attendance-and-punctuality-policy-1.pdf

Attendance really does matter. Research shows that pupils with attendance above 95% make significantly better
progress, both academically and socially. Thank you for helping us ensure your child is in school every day and on time.

Saftey and Wellbeing of Pupils

Following the recent incident within our local Jewish community, we want to reassure all families that the safety and
wellbeing of our pupils and staff remain our highest priority. St. Philip’s has robust safeguarding and security
measures in place, including locked gates, a secure entry system, upgraded CCTV, and well-practised invacuation and
lockdown procedures. We work closely with the police and local authority to ensure our school remains a safe and
secure environment for everyone. Thank you for your continued trust and support during this time - it is greatly
appreciated by all of us at St. Philip’s.

For parents who wish to discuss recent events with their children, the following resources may be helpful:
Educate Against Hate - Prevent Radicalisation & Extremism

NSPCC: How to have difficult conversations

Red Cross: Talking with children about a major emergency

Important - Change of School Email Address
Our new official email address is: office@stphilipsrcprimary.com. Please ensure that all future communication with

the school is sent to this new email address.

Dates for the Diary

Next half term is set to be a busy and exciting one! Please do check the dates for the diary section on our school
website School Dates -St. Philip's R.C. Primary School to stay up to date with upcoming events and activities.

Wishing you all a very happy and restful half term.

Best wishes,

Miss McNamara

Headteacher


https://www.educateagainsthate.com/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.service.education.gov.uk%2F53729DBBF40E7392575A212A5283D46EF514767B3304F09D2997053D2FC86976%2FF312240017C08564D3F7E2AE6CBD0705%2FLE35&data=05%7C02%7Cjohn.cooper%40salford.gov.uk%7C8e69489d50a547b0213a08de05a47bbe%7C68c00060d80e40a5b83f3b8a5bc570b5%7C0%7C0%7C638954401172657155%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=b2aPmoTLfTdRN0%2ByyLUS3lavcdpN7jqJVwXX0e5XOxE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.service.education.gov.uk%2FCA58CCD2ED924DF265126955696CCFFF1DCA273C54B5D5A2E4CBC10D84AE2952%2FF312240017C08564D3F7E2AE6CBD0705%2FLE35&data=05%7C02%7Cjohn.cooper%40salford.gov.uk%7C8e69489d50a547b0213a08de05a47bbe%7C68c00060d80e40a5b83f3b8a5bc570b5%7C0%7C0%7C638954401172673393%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SQBcQ1nUbWQLbUHBoFH9ZXkl3o7lNq6F38X%2BQ2JspDU%3D&reserved=0
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