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Wednesday 21st January 2026  

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I am writing to share an important update with you regarding online safety and to ask for your support in helping us keep all 

children safe.  

It has recently come to our attention that a WhatsApp group is being used by children at St. Philip’s from a range of year groups 

and that the St. Philip’s School logo is displayed as the user icon within this group. This group is not endorsed, managed, or 

approved by the school. 

I wanted to remind parents and carers that WhatsApp has a minimum age requirement of 13 years. As children are still developing 

socially and emotionally, they can sometimes find the demands of social media and large group chats challenging. These 

environments may expose children to inappropriate content, peer pressure, or situations that feel confusing or upsetting, even 

when this is not the intention. 

I kindly encourage parents and carers to regularly check their child’s devices, including messaging apps and group chats, and to 

have open conversations with children about their online experiences. It may also be useful consider whether participation in 

large-scale group chats is appropriate for your child, as issues that arise online can sometimes impact children’s wellbeing and 

learning in school. 

As part of our ongoing commitment to online safety, we are pleased to welcome Terry Franke into school today to deliver age-

appropriate workshops for all KS2 pupils, focusing on staying safe online and understanding potential risks. 

In addition, Terry Franke will be leading a parent workshop after school today. Childcare is being provided for parents and carers 

who wish to attend. I appreciate how complex and challenging the online world can be, and how overwhelming it can sometimes 

feel to navigate this while trying to keep children safe. I strongly recommend this session, as it will provide practical advice and 

guidance to help families support children in using the online world safely and with confidence. I have also included a poster with 

helpful information about WhatsApp that families may find useful.  

 

Thank you for your continued support. If you have any concerns or would like further advice, please do not hesitate to contact the 

school. 

Best wishes,  

 

Miss McNamara 
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